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The new computer center at 
Spelman that will provide 32 new 
computer terminals for student 
use is expected to be completed 
this month according to the 
director of the center, Mr. Leslie 
Pinket.
Presently being constructed 
onto Tapley Hall, the center, 
Pinket said in an interview is a 
two-story building with the 
second floor extending over to 
the annex of the hall.
Although the center has two 
floors, students will only be using 
one and that is the second floor, 
said Pinket.
Pinket said on the first floor 
will be located two computer 
storage areas and a computer 
power room.
Though students are not to be 
permitted in these areas, Pinket 
said he anticipates “having 
students work in this area, but 
the selection has not been totally 
defined at this point.
On the second floor, he said, 
which can be reached by stairs or 
by elevator, will be located the 
computer terminal room, a com­
puter science lab, classrooms 
and offices for faculty. Adjacent 
to the terminal room will be a 
workroom which will provide an
area for students to check their 
computer listings, work out 
problems and make corrections.
Pinket said in the classrooms 
will be six television monitors 
which can “display programs 
and other information from the 
computers on the first floor.” 
“Teachers will use the monitors 
for visual instruction," he said.
“At the present time, Pinket 
said students who take courses 
other than basic use the three 
terminals currently in the math 
lab or one of the 16 terminals at 
Woodruff library.
Students will still be able to 
have access to those terminals he 
said, however “having more 
terminals available makes it 
more convenient to do 
assignments.”
Not only is the computer 
center to be used by computer 
science students, but "it is to be 
used by the entire campus,” said 
Pinket. The computers will be 
fully integrated into several 
course’s around campus, he said.
Pinket, who began working for 
Spelman in August of 1983, said, 
“In 1982, a decision was made to 
do two things at Spelman.” 
“One,” he said, “was to develop 
a computer science major. The 
other "was to integrate com-
puters more fully into the com­
puter sciences.”
Around that time, Pinket said, 
the decision was made to acquire 
the center.
Pinket said he along with a 
committee did an extensive 
study in which they looked at 
Spelman’s computer needs on a 
five year basis. The study, con­
ducted and published in 1983, is 
known as the "Academic Com­
puting Needs Assessment.”
The committee, Pinket said, 
met with some faculty members 
and looked at every class where 
they anticipated use. They also 
studied how they would use 
computers and to what extent, 
he said.
The areas of use studied, 
Pinket said, were programming, 
statistical analysis, computer 
assistant instruction, simulation 
and modeling, graphics and 
word processing.
Continued on pg. 7






1984-1985 school year is 
“Spelman Sisters Answering the 
Call for Excellence.”
"This theme encompasses all 
the goals established for this 
school year,” explains SSGA 
President Pam Cook.
This year the SSGA has several 
goals which they have set for the 
student body. They want more 
students involved in SSGA ac­
tivities, especially commuter 
students. They hope to ac­
complish this through a social 
affairs board. They also want to 
increase the political, social and 
cultural awareness of Spelman
students. They hope to help 
Spelmanites realize the impor­
tance of our traditionally Black 
institutions as well as instill a 
sense of unity in students 
through sisterhood. Finally, they 
hope to increase alumnae and 
student interaction.
“We're going to have different 
themes for each month,” stated 
Cook. September is Spelman 
Sisterhood month. Spelman 
Sisterhood Week will be held the 
last week in September, the 23rd 
through the 29th. Activities are 
planned each day.
On Sunday there will be 
worship service at Sisters Chapel.
Continued on Page 7
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Editorials and Other Thoughts
Grant at
by Carolyn Grant
Yesterday I arrived at Spelman. 
My arrival was the beginning of a 
new experience. I stepped into 
sisterhood that walks with me 
today. I stepped into a realm of 
black womanhood that has 
greeted many challenges. I 
stepped into learning — on 
going process that will never 
cease. I stepped into Spelman, a 
unique place to be.
As Editor-in-Chief of the 
Spelman Spotlight, I would like 
to extend a personal welcome to 
all returning Spelmanites and 
especially to the class of ’88 for 
your are just beginning your step 
into Spelman. As you do so, I 
encourage you to step in with a 
serious mind and a positive at­
titude.
Spelman has a unique 
sisterhood and offers a liberal 
arts program that enriches your 
development as a black woman.
In order to experience them 
both, you need to have a mind 
that is about the business of
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thinking, learning, concep­
tualizing and expressing. What 
you think and how you feel is 
reflected in your attitude.
To feel this sisterhood and to 
enrich yourself, you need to 
have a positive attitude about 
yourself and about the people 
around you and about the ac­
tivities in which you choose to 
engage yourself.
As I speak to you about being 
positive in your personal 
development, I would like to 
share with you thoughts of the 
Spelman Spotlight.
The motto of the Spelman 
Spotlight is “the Voice of Black 
Womanhood.” We, the staff, 
sincerely want it to be a strong 
voice as we strive to present 
issues that are relevant in a clear, 
accurate and informative 
manner. One of our goals is to 
see that you are benefited well 
from this publication. We hope 
that the benefits you gain will aid 
in your development and will 
enable you to function within 
this college community and 
within the Atlanta community.
As you function in these 
communities, we encourage you 
to express yourself, to allow your 
voice to be heard. This can be 
done through the Spotlight. 
Write letters to the Spotlight 
voicing your opinions and con­
cerns. Show your creativity by 
submitting poems and essays and 
other thoughts. We want you to 
be heard.
We also want you to expect of 
us the best. We have the respon­
sibility of keeping you informed 
and aware. Challenge us to live 
up to your expectations. We 
want to be proud of the 
Spotlight. We want you to be 
proud of it too because it is a 
reflection of you.”
ßy PALL
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What! No Senior Pageant?
by Jasmine Williams 
News Editor
The fall has always been my 
favorite time of the school year. 
The warm welcomes from peo­
ple you care about and missed 
over the summer months and 
even warm welcomes from peo­
ple who never spoke to you the 
previous semester. The annual 
Labor Day Picnics; the pageants, 
oh the pageants, some good, 
some not so good but all enter­
taining and memorable for their 
own unique reason.
However, this year, one 
“pageant” will be missing from 
the lineup. The usual questions 
of “who tried out,” “who made 
it,” “does she really have talent,” 
and “who’s going to win,” will be 
absent in the senior class of 1985. 
For, those illustrious, dis­
tinguished and impeccable men 
of Morehouse College have 
once again taken our fate into 
their own hands and decided 
that this year, for whatever 
reason (lack of money they say) 
there will be no senior pageant.
So where does that leave us? 
After “sweating” it out for three
years in Sale Hall, telling 
ourselves that it was worth it 
because senior year would take 
us to MLK Chapel, it leaves our 
senior year void of one of our 
most memorable highlights of 
senior year.
Unfortunately, our dear 
Morehouse brothers have a 
history of taking us for granted. 
We cheer at their games, reign as 
their queens and are charged full 
price to attend their events. The 
pageants began in a democratic 
way ... “Anyone interested in 
Miss so and so, interviews are 
XXXXX XXXX XXXX.” Then one 
year they decided that a better 
idea would be to invite those 
women they thought most 
suitable for a class queen. For­
tunately they realized that it 
would simply be better to stick 
with the democratic method!
Is anyone upset about this? 
You bet they are. But my fellow 
classmates, we allow them to 
judge our exterior instead of our 
interior. We allow them to look 
at us as displays and not as the 
dynamic women we are. We 
allow them to haphazardly make 
decisions such as this one and get 
away with it. When are we going
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to stand up for ourselves and 
stop taking such an complacent 
attitude? Did one representative 
from the senior class at 
Morehouse attend our class 
meeting with an explanation? 
Were all avenues exhausted to 
discover ways of raising the 
money, if that is indeed the real 
reason for not having the 
pageant? I mean, come on, we all 
know how the Morehouse men 
feel about pageants, They love 
them! Did the entire senior class 
vote not to have it? I mean there 
are a thousand questions un­
answered and we have a right to 
demand an explanation. The 
entire purpose behind courts 
and pageants is to promote unity 
between the two schools. So 
how come we have not received 
an adequate explanation? 
WHERE IS OUR SPELMAN 
PRIDE!
Us simply not having a pageant 
for them is not a viable recourse. 
Us simply mumbling and com­
plaining, is not a viable recourse. 
We need to finally take a stand 
against this outright disrespect of 
brotherhood/ sisterhood. 
WHERE IS OUR SPELMAN 
PRIDE!




Spelman’s Need for Black History
by Jasmine Williams 
News Editor
In a previous issue of the 
Spotlight, the photo opinion 
question was, “Do You Feel That 
Enough Emphasis Is Placed On 
Black Studies At Your Institu­
tion?” All five of the students 
answered, “no;” and the 
perspective schools represented 
were Spelman, Morehouse, 
Clark and Howard University.
As black students attending 
predominately black colleges, 
this revelation should raise grave 
concern; afterall, isn’t black 
emphasis and awareness one of 
the primary reasons why we 
choose black institutions?
To bring this issue closer to 
home, Spelman College does 
not require students to take 
mandatory black history courses, 
nor does the music department 
have an expansive black music 
content in the introductory 
course, Music, History and Ap­
preciation.
Over at Morehouse, outside of 
the “Morehouse College Jazz 
Ensemble,” there is nothing that 
deals with concentration in black 
music; the Glee Club sings a 
variety of music, among them 
choral and spiritual songs. In 
fact, it seems as if the only 
department that does justice to 
our black heritage is the drama
Class of ’88 Should Set High Expectations
by Carolyn Grant 
Editor-in-Chief
The class of '88 should set 
expectations for themselves and 
for what they hope to gain from 
Spelman, said Dr. Donald 
Stewart, the president of 
Spelman at the college’s first 
convocation on September 6.
Changing the topic of his 
speech from “anticipations” to
department which has presented 
plays symbolizing black ex­
periences, including The Wiz, 
Raisin and The Lion and the 
Jewel.
It is understood that most 
black institutions have liberal 
arts curriculums with the primary 
objective being that the in­
stitutions produce well- 
rounded, educated graduates, 
but how can we be well-rounded 
in every area except black 
history? If one counters this 
argument with the fact that 
positive black role models are 
bought in to speak, what good 
does it do to bring them here if 
no one goes to see them!
Last February, Jesse Jackson’s 
presence failed to pack Sister’s 
Chapel regardless of the fact that 
he was here the month before. I n 
his quest to seek the highest 
office in the land, our support for 
him should have been endless, 
no matter what the cir­
cumstances were.
Unfortunately, few students 
realize that the power lies within 
us. We have a right to demand 
not only competent instructors 
and administrators, but a compe­
tent curriculum as well. It is 
necessary to stress that without 
the Student Body, Spelman 
College and other black in­
stitutions could not exist. Our 
minds and futures are at stake
Dr. Donald Stewart
“expectations,” Stewart told the 
new class that “a lot must happen 
between today and four years 
from now. A lot will happen 
based on your expectations.”
Self-expectations and expec­
tations about coming to Spelman 
are two types of expectations 
Stewart told the class they should 
be focusing upon. “Those ex­
pectations from two sides help
here and we need to be concern­
ed.
We need to demand and 
illustrate the importance of 
being aware of our culture; how 
can we justify our black brothers 
and sisters not knowing the 
contribution Madame CJ Walker 
and others have made to Black 
America? How can we justify the 
“I got mine, now you get Yours” 
attitude that runs so rampant in 
the black community when 
every aspect of learning in Africa 
deals with the importance of the 
family and community? All of 
this stems from a certain degree 
of ignorance... ignorance of not 
realizing that black people are a 
survival race; how else could we 
still exist today after being torn 
away from our country, literally 
stripped of our identity and 
culture and taught to think in a 
European fashion!
Spelman College needs to and 
has an obligation to insure not 
only that we have pride and 
appreciation for our people but 
that black history in every aspect 
is taught in an ongoing and 
continuing fashion. However, if 
the administrators of this college 
fail to produce this type of 
academic atmosphere, then the 
responsibility isourstoshoulder. 
ED. NOTE: This article was first 
printed in the April 25th, issue of 
the Spotlight.
make up the learning contract 
that you signed up to when you 
paid your money at registra­
tion,” he said.
Part of the contract, Stewart 
said, was to keep expectations 
high and to be demanding of 
themselves and their instructors. 
“If you’re not studying hard, 
then your expectations are not as 
they should be,” he said.
by Khadija C. Cabey 
Political Editor
Several weeks ago at the 
Republican Convention in 
Dallas, Texas, President Reagan 
informed 17,000 religious leaders 
and Convention delegates that 
"the truth is, politics and morali­
ty are inseperable. And as 
morality’s foundation is religion, 
religion and politics are 
necessarily related.” President 
Reagan in essence has raised 
religious issues as a ploy to solve 
social conditions in America.
Is there really a problem with 
this countries moral conditions? 
Does this country need to be 
saved by President Reagans 
morality? The answer to both of 
these questions is no. On the 
contrary, statistics relate that 
Americans are the most religious 
people in the developed world. 
According to the most recent 
Gallup Poll on the subject, 94 
percent of all polled said that 
they believe in God, and 69 
percent are self-described 
members of the church. When 
the NBC-Associated Press survey 
asked the question "Do you 
think religious convictions 
should be a basis for political 
action, or don’t you think so?” - 
78 percent of those who 
responded to the poll indicated 
that they should not. In thesame 
poll, 69 percent of the people
a- Although he told them they have 
an attrition rate of 0 because they
3 are a new beginning, he credited 
s; theclassforraisingenrollmentto 
5 about 1500 and for raising the 
average SAT score to 830 from 
S’ last year’s 730.
~ As he encouraged the students 
E to set expectations, Stewart 
talked to them about informa­
tion and knowledge which he 
called two different things.
“Information becomes 
knowledge when you can filter 
it, analyze it and synthesize it,” 
he said. “One of the great 
advantages of a liberal arts 
education is that you get to 
experience many bodies of 
knowledge. Experience will in­
dicate how far you are going to 
push, how far you want to 
achieve and your level of inspira­
tion.”
Stewart told the class that their 
four years at a liberal arts educa­
tion at Spelman will be about 
getting a bachelor’s degree.
"Our job, he said, "is to see 
that our degree is hard currency 
- that it will spend, that it gives a 
true picture of your ability. 
Spelman must be about em­
powering you with know how to 
think and conceptualize.”
Stewart closed his speech with 
the words of Annie Alexander, 
the oldest alumna of Spelman 
who died a couple of years ago, 
"kegp aspirations high. We want 
you to go on and on to highest 
heights,”
surveyed felt that the church 
should not participate directly in 
politics.
President Reagan should drop 
his religious crusade to rescue 
the nations moral conscious, and 
stick to leading the nation in its 
domestic and foreign policies. 
Reagan’s “political moralism" is 
merely a ploy to appeal to an 
ultra-conservative constituency. 
This constituency, laced in 
religious dogma is known as the 
Moral Majority. But can you 
blame Reagan? — the Moral 
Majority is now estimated at 13 
Million strong... and growing.
It is true that religion without 
conscience is merely rhetoric, as 
is clearly implicated by Reagan’s 
warped decision-making 
policies, and politics without 
religion is an injustice when not 
tempered with conscientious 
concern for the welfare of all 
people. But, each in its 
delineated way, serve a purpose 
for the overall good in man. Why 
would anyone espouse that 
religion and politics must be 
mixed to better serve the Na­
tion? If the past be a guide for the 
future, then there are enough 
examples to pull from to deter­
mine that the role of morality 
and immorality in the hands of 
politicians, could be disastrous.
In our role as students, we 
should consider the implication 
of religion, as it relates to the 
abortion question, mandatory 
prayer in schools (especially if 
your persuasion is other than 
Christianity) and what will be the 
next decree. We must dis­
tinguish the role of religion and 
politics or else be returned to the 
Dark Ages where many cruelties 
existed in the name of religion. 
We are know that religious 
institutions has played a political 
role throughout history, but to 
allow it once again to surface as a 
poltical issue that will have far- 
reaching properties for our 
future, would truly be a sin!
by Darlene Mosely 
Public Relations Manager
On September 8th, the post 
office installed a stamp machine.
The machine was installed to 
eliminate the long lines that 
were present for the purchase of 
stamps. This is another attempt 
to make Spelman’s post office a 
more functional and convenient 
part of Spelman College.
Mr. Raymond Jeter, a post 
office official, said there are 
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Class of ’88 Elects Officers For Freshman Year
by Triphenya Zhacery
The candidates were allowed 
to begin campaigning on Thurs­
day, August 30 at 11:59 p.m. After 
all of the posters had been hung, 
the campaign buttons worn, and 
the speeches made, the results of 
the Freshman class election were 
posted on Friday, September 7. 
The Spelman Class of 1988 had 
decided who would lead them 
during the 1984-85 academic 
year.
Angie White was chosen presi­
dent and Lydia Boyd was elected 
as vice president. This year’s 
secretary, treasurer, parliamen­
tarian, social chairperson, and 
publicity chairperson are Renita 
Barge, Stacy Brown, Cynthia 
Edwards, Rhonda Luster and 
Renee Moore, respectively. 
Maria Brewster and Alletha 
Jones were selected to voice the 
opinions of the Freshman class in 
SGA functions. The nine- 
member staff is looking forward 
to a successful and productive 
year here at Spelman.
Miss Barge reported that the 
first class meeting was held on 
Saturday, September 8 — only 
one day after the election. 
Several suggestions and ideas 
were considered for upcoming 
activities.
On the following Tuesday, the 
president and vice president met
to polish the edges and further 
document the tentative ideas. 
Plans for the annual Mr. 
Freshman Pageant were outlin­
ed: the tentative date is Saturday, 
October 13. During homecom­
ing festivities, the Freshman class 
plans to sponsor a pajama party 
for their commuting sisters. Each 
Freshman commuter will be 
assigned a Freshman/ Resident 
hostess for the weekend. The 
purpose of this activity is to 
provide a stronger bond and a 
feeling of unity between campus 
residents and commuters.
Other planned activities in­
clude organizing intramural 
basketball teams and sponsoring 
competitive swimming meets.
This group of young women 
has excellent ideas and objec­
tives for the 1984-85 school year. 
President Angie White ex­
pressed a deep concern about 
the attitude among Spelmanites. 
Someone recently left an un­
flattering note on her door. In 
response to the note she stated 
that it “...is sad to know that my 
own sister(s) would do 
something like that.” Despite the 
remark on her door, Miss White 
explained that she “would like to 
see the Spelman Sisterhood 
‘idea’ exemplified.”
With the assistance of the 
Freshman class, hopefully Miss 
White will attain her goal.
The Leaders of The Class of ’88.
PHOTO OPINION




I expect to gain a better 
knowledge of my personality as a 
black woman. I also expect to 
aspire a sense of independence.
Keely Caprice Holt 
Freshman
From my experience at 
Spelman, I expect to gain a sense 
of responsibility and in­
dependence as a young black 
woman.
Tamara L. Roberts 
Freshman
From being here at Spelman, I 
expect to become a very in­
dependent woman. I also expect 
to learn more about my fellow 
sisters and brothers and about 




A sense of black pride and 
sisterhood and the spirit that 
Spelman is famous for. Also, a 
great education and the ex­




From my experience at 
Spelman, I expect to gain a closer 
interrelation with my brothers 
and sisters, a better knowledge 
of my culture and how to meet 
the white race head-on.
photos by Nelson Valentine
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Guide To A Better You -
Fitness For Lunch Program
by Angela R. Hubbard
Spelmanites, have you noticed 
how well your teachers and 
administration are shaping up? 
For instance, have you noticed 
how the teachers are bounding 
up to the third floor of Giles Hall 
at 8:00 a.m. with zest and vigor 
while you wheeze and swear that 
those stairs weren’t there yester­
day. Or for example, have you 
noticed the same faculty and 
staff members briskly walking 
from Giles Hall to Tapley Hall to 
Read Hall and then back to 
Manley Center without a hint of 
perspiration?
You, on the other hand, 
wonder why can’t there be just 
onebuilding anyway? Depress­
ing isn’t it? Let’s face it 
Spelmanites, our faculty and staff 
are getting and staying in shape 
and it’s due in part to a new 
Spelman exercise program 
called Fitness for Lunch.
Initiated in 1983 by Physical 
Education instructor Veronica 
Anthony, the Fitness for Lunch 
program was designed to give 
the Spelman faculty and staff a 
chance to do something 
different and healthful on their 
lunch break.
This six-week program includ­
ed a variety of activités par­
ticularly.- swimming, aerobics,
tennis, volleyball, bowling or an 
individual exercise regiment. 
According to Ms. Anthony, there 
were about eighty-five par­
ticipants and approximately 
forty-five persons participated at 
least one time.
However, there is good news 
for us, Spelmanites. The Fitness 
for Lunch program has ex­
panded to eleven weeks and is 
inviting the Spelman students to 
participate.
The program which began on 
September 10, 1984 and will 
continue through November 20, 
1984. It will again include 
aerobics, swimming, tennis and 
bowling. Students will also be 
able to engage in an individual 
exercise regiment because the 
gym is open on Fridays.
The Coordinator of “Fitness,” 
Ms. Anthony, hopes that “this 
program will provide an oppor­
tunity for the Spelman family to 
have fun and fitness.”
So, the next timeyou find your 
teacher outdistancing you in 
your race to the classroom. Or, 
the next time you feel a little 
bored from the everyday school 
routine, come on out to the gym 
during your lunch hour to exer­
cise and have fitness for lunch!
For more information contact 
Ms. Anthony at Read Hall.
Fir mess For iuimo?
Housing: A Major Concern Among Colleges This Year
by Carolyn Grant 
Editor-in-Chief
In a recent issue of theChroni- 
cle of Higher Education, there 
was a report on the shortage of 
dorm rooms on many campuses 
across the nation.
The article reported that a 
number of colleges and univer­
sities are experiencing a shortage 
of spaces for freshmans and 
upperclassmen.
The Spelman Spotlight inter­
viewed Ms. Consuella Lewis, 
associate dean for residential life 
programs at Spelman, to get an 
insight on housing at Spelman.
According to Ms. Lewis, there 
really is not a housing problem at 
Spelman.
Ms. Lewis said the major factor 
that causes many freshman not 
to receive housing is their fa i I rue 
to get in necessary information 
to the admissions office on time.
“We have found that in most 
instances, those who do not 
receive housing are not doing 
certain things on time,” said Ms. 
Lewis. Some of those things, she 
said, include not sending in SAT 
scores and sending in in­
complete application forms.
Ms. Lewis said a freshman is 
not given housing until her 
admissions process is complete 
and she has been accepted by 
the college.
“A lot of students get caught 
up in that process,” she said.
While freshmans go through 
the admissions process for hous­
ing, upperclassmen must go 
through what Ms. Lewis called “a 
lottery system."
“Their housing application is 
like a lottery ticket,” she said. “It 
gives them an opportunity to 
participate in the process.”
Ms. Lewis said 408 spaces are 
alloted for freshmans and 584 for 
upperclassmen.
Students who do not receive 
housing are placed on a waiting 
list and some on the list are given 
temporary housing, said Ms. 
Lewis.
In the Chronicle’s article, it 
also stated that at many univer­
sities, students are “placed in 
temporary housing until rooms 
become available or more likely 
until they can locate off-campus 
accomodations.”
Ms. Lewis said students here 
were housed in study lounges 
until spaces became available. 
She also said that some students 
were housed at Pheonix Hall, a 
privately owned residential hall 
located on Peachtree Street.
By September 12, Ms. Lewis 
said their was 100% occupancy 
on campus. All students in 
temporary housing, she said, had 
been placed and also many of 
the students on the waiting list.
At the present time, Ms. Lewis 
said the process of placing 
students on the waiting list and in 
temporary housing takes about 
three weeks. “We can not 
declare a space as vacant until 
after registration,” she said. She
also said they are working 
toward lessening this time 
period.
Ms. Lewis said housing has 
become a major concern both 
administratively and rationally.
One concern, she said, is 
directed at the freshmans 
because of the stages they go 
through and the transitions they 
have to make.
Another concern, she said, is 
the cost and space limitations of 
building another dorm.
Ms. Lewis said these concerns 
bring in the issue of 
demographics.
In the Chronicle’s article, it is 
stated that “the housing shor­
tage has posed a dilemma for 
campus planners who do not 
want to build new dormitories at 
a time when demographic data 
indicate a decline in enrollment 
over the next 15 years.”
Ms. Lewis said the number of 
students in the 18-year-old 
bracket is declining and that 
“many colleges are trying to 
stabilize their enrollment.”
According to the article and to 
Ms. Lewis, there are some 
colleges who have vacant dor­
mitories.
While some colleges are 
building more spaces and some 
are deciding what to do with 
extra spaces, Spelman will be 
closing one of her dormitories, 
Chadwick Hall, next year.
Ms. Lewis said the third floor
of the dorm, which has 25 spaces, 
is presently closed for electrical 
repairs. There is a total of 58 
spaces in the entire dorm, she
said.
“The question of whether it 
will be renovated or not will be 
addressed,” said Ms. Lewis.
Ask one of 
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Art Collection Given To Spelman
by Debra E. Johnson
As Art Editor of the Spelman 
Spotlight / feel an obligation and 
need to stress the importance of 
the artistic surroundings on 
campus and within the Atlanta 
community. Our lives are con­
stantly filled with art, so much so, 
that we often take it for granted, 
or feel that we don't know 
enough about it to find real 
pleasure in it. Art Focus will try to 
help Spelman students unders­
tand more about their artistic 
heritage and the present day 
happenings concerning art in 
Atlanta.
I have served on the Spotlight 
staff for three years as an artist, 
then Art Editor. I have seen many 
changes, improvements, and 
problems throughout the 
newspaper, however I really 
believe that it can be one of the 
BEST things available to students 
at Spelman. This is the first year 
that the Spotlight will feature a 
column dedicated entirely to art. 
I hope Art Focus will enlightened 
and surprise Spotlight readers.
For the first running of Art 
Focus it’s only appropriate to 
include Spelman College’s West 
African art collection. These
African works are represented 
by several cultures and areas that 
include Cameroon, Gabon, 
Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, and Upper Volta among 
other areas. Most of the objects 
in the collection come from the 
grasslands of the Federal 
Republic of Cameroon.
The pieces of Cameroon were 
given to Spelman by Dr. Mabel 
Murphy Smythe, an alumna, a 
present member of Spelman’s 
Board of Trustees, and former 
United States Ambassador of 
Cameroon.
Dr. Smythe has committed 
herself to collect works of art for 
Spelman and to expand this 
collection in two ways. First, to 
enhance African art, history, and 
culture for the students by 
having authentic examples to 
study. And second, to have 
quality museum pieces. A few of 
the Cameroon pieces can be 
viewed in the display case op­
posite the cafeteria’s exit doors 
in the Upper concourse of 
Manley Center.
The other collections donated 
to Spelman also include singular 
pieces from individual donors 
(Mrs. Ruth Wilner and Mrs. 
Millicent Jordon); a twenty-nine 
piece collection from Mr. & Mrs. 
Gerald Nordmann (The Corliss 
Paschal Collection); a gathering 
of brass goldweights, a present 
from Mr. Franklin H. Williams,
president of the Phelps-Stokes 
Fund and a few items in­
dependently owned by Spelman.
There are several different 
kinds of pieces that exemplify 
Spelman’s collection. A few 
examples from the Cameroon 
regions are wood and brass 
masks made by theBamun; brass 
pipes taken from the grasslands, 
and skin-covered art objects 
from the Cross-Rivers area 
(Nigeria).
Some works taken from the 
other collections of West Africa 
include an extremely valuable 
ark (trough); masks from the Bwa 
of Upper Volta and the Mende of 
Sierra Leone; and an ivory 
bracelet from Ghana.
The significance of this art 
collection is in how it can 
personally enhance the Spelman 
environment and open new 
avenues of enrichment for the 
surrounding community. This is 
due to the increasingly difficulty 
of obtaining authentic works 
from West Africa. One reason is 
because of governmental restric­
tions so these irreplaceable 
objects are priviledged items to 
study.
Once Spelman properly 
organizes and catalogues the 
collection, which involves court 
art, religious art, and secular art 
the public along with research 
scholars can use these works as 
vital resources from West Africa.
wAmerican Heart 'Association
WE'RE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE
SSGA Plans...
(Continued from pg. 1)
Monday will be paraphernalia 
day and Spelman display day. 
Tuesday is Big Sister/Little Sister 
reunion. A reception with Alum­
nae will bq held Wednesday. 
Thursday there will be a student 
body meeting during Convoca­
tion. Activities for Friday are 
Quiet Hour at 6:00 pm and the 
Spelman vs Fisk volleyball game 
at 7 pm.
On Saturday there will be an 
outdoor concert from 7 pm to 10 
pm on the Lower Concourse of 
Manley. Area talent, Pure Sugar 
Band and Carl Neusome, will be 
featured.
October is Black College 
Month.
“Black College Day is still in 
the planning stages, but this year 
will be in October,” says Cook.
November will be Political 






SSGA cabinet are Deputy 
Registrars. At least one more 
registration drive will be held 
before the Georgia deadline. 
The SSGA also plans to get 
involved in voter education. This 
will be spearheaded by Bernice 
King, vice president of the SSGA.
Computer System...
(Continued from pg. 1)
The information collected, he 
said, determined the kind of 
equipment to be installed in the 
center. The type to be installed 
upon completion, said Pinket, is 
called ‘‘Digital Equipment 
Cooperation Vax 11-780.”
“The vax system had the 
capacity to meet our computer 
requirements over the next 
three to five years,” Pinket said.
Once all the equipment had 
been installed and tested, Pinket 
said that the center is expected 
to be ready for students at the 
end of October.
A Spelman Woman, Sabrina Polote Excels In Leadership
Sabrina Polote
by Carolyn Grant
A Spelman Woman should be 
a strong leader and a positive 
person.
This month's “A Spelman 
Woman,” Sabrina Polote, is at 
the top of the list of Spelman 
women who possess strong 
leadership qualities as well as a 
positive attitude about 
themselves and their communi­
ty-
Sabrina, a senior economics 
major from Savannah, Ga., said, 
“I like being in leadership roles, 
but it’s important to follow.”
For the past two years, Sabrina 
has held one of the most impor­
tant student positions at Spelman 
and that was being president of 
Spelman Students Admission’s 
Organization (SSAO). SSAO is an 
organization that works with 
prospective high school students 
who have an interest in Spelman.
This year, Sabrina will par­
ticipate in SSAO as a consultant 
and as a student recruiter.
"I feel that it is important for 
high school students to make 
contact with students at 
Spelman,” said Sabrina. “They 
ask students questions that they
don’t feel comfortable asking 
older alumni.
Sabrina, as past president of 
SSAO, said she has “developed 
patience, the ability to com­
municate better — especially 
with strangers — and a more 
professional attitude.”
In the past two years, Sabrina 
has had contact with a lot of 
strangers. Many of them have 
recently become her Spelman 
sisters.
“It makes me feel good to 
know that I have had an impact 
on their decision to attend 
Spelman,” she said.
Sabrina’s advice to the newly 
arrived class is “to study hard and 
be positive about choices you 
make.”
In addition to working with 
SSAO this year, Sabrina will also 
be contributing to the Spelman 
community by representing the 
school on the United Negro 
College Fund Pre-Alumni Coun­
cil. On the council, she is the 
national campaign chairperson 
for 1984-85. Last year, she served 
on the council as business 
manager.
As campaign chairperson, 
Sabrina said she will be responsi­
ble for major fundraising cam­
paigns on 42 campuses.
On being a positive person, 
Sabrina gives credit to her 
mother. “She has taught me to 
always be positive and not to 
waste any energy on being 
negative,” she said.
Being positive, said Sabrina, 
has aided her in being successful 
person. “I feel that I have been 
successful and that I have over­
come my pitfalls. I take anything 
bad that happens to me as a 
learning experience," she said.
Sabrina said one of her mottos 
for success comes from Booker 
T. Washington who said, 
"success is to be measured not so 
much by the position one has 
reached in life as by the obstacles 
which he has overcome while 
trying to succeed...”
In the future, Sabrina hopes to 
be a successful alumni proud of 
her institution and one that 
projects pride to incoming 
students and to the community.
Sabrina said after graduating 
from Spelman she plans to 
attend graduate school and 
pursue a career in hospital ad­
ministration.
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SPOTNOTES
The Spelman Spotlight introduces “Spotnotes,” a bimonthly column 
designed especially for you! Clubs, organizations, faculty, and 
students are welcomed to use “Spotnotes” to reach the Atlanta 
University Center. From birthday greetings, to contest notices, to 
selling used books, the space is available for you. For further 
information call the Spotlight office, 525-1743, or stop by.
*************************
The Spotlight encourages you to voice your opinions, make 
suggestions or comments and to air your grievances. All letters must 




Now on Campus 
For Summer Research 
in the Humanities
Guidelines and application forms for the Younger Scholars 
Program of the National Endowment for the Humanities are now 
available for photocopying in the Placement Office. The Program 
will award up to 100 grants nationally to students under 21 years of 
age to conduct their own research and writing projects in such 
fields as history, philosophy, and the study of literature. Applicants 
must be under 21 years of age throughout the entire calendar year 
in which the application is submitted. They may not have received 
a bachelor’s degree, or expect to receive one, within two months 
of the completion of a Younger Scholars grant. The application 
deadline is October 15, 1984.
Recipients of these awards will receive a stipend of $1,800 and 
be expected to work full time for nine weeks during the summer 
of 1985, researching and writing a humanities paper under the 
close supervision of a humanities scholar. Please not that this is not 
a financial aid program and that no academic credit should be 
sought for these projects.
If guidelines are not available at the Placement Office, please 
write for them to:
1
Younger Scholars Guidelines
Div. of General Programs 
Room 420








- Fall Concours 1983 -----
open to all college and university students desiring to have their poetry 
anthologized. CASH PRIZES will go to the top five poems:
$100 $50 $25 $15 Fourth
First Place Second Place Third Place $10Fif,h
AWARDS of free printing for ALL accepted manuscripts in our popular, 
handsomely bound and copyrighted anthology, AMERICAN COLLEGIATE 
POETS. xx A o --
Deadline: October 31
CONTEST RULES AND RESTRICTIONS:
1. Any student is eligible to submit his or her verse.
2. All entries must be original and unpublished.
3. All entries must be typed, double spaced, on one side of the page only. 
Each poem must be on a separate sheet and must bear, in the upper left 
hand corner, the NAME and ADDRESS of the student as well as the 
COLLEGE attended. Put name and address on envelope also!
4. There are no restrictions on form or theme. Length of poems up to 
fourteen lines. Each poem must have a separate title.
(Avoid “Untitled"!) Small black and white illustrations welcome.
5. The judges'decision will be final. No info by phone!
6. Entrants should keep a copy of all entries as they cannot be returned. 
Prize winners and all authors awarded free publication will be notified 
immediately after deadline. I.P. will retain first publication rights for 
accepted poems. Foreign language poems welcome.
7. There is an initial one dollar registration fee for the first entry and a 
fee of fifty cents for each additional poem. It is requested to submit 
no more than ten poems per entrant.
8. All entries must be postmarked not later than the above deadline and 
fees be paid, cash, check or money order, to:
INTERNATIONAL PUBLICATIONS 
P. O. Box 44-L
Los Angeles, CA 90044
This is a general survey. Please do not limit your responses to your feelings about the current 
administration only. All Atlanta University students are encouraged to reply.
(Please check one answer unless stated otherwise)
1. Which party do you consider yourself to be a member of?
□ Democrat ^Republican QOther party DNone
2. Which party do your parents belong to?
□ Democrat □Republican aOther party QNone
3. Which party do you feel promotes Black social growth?
□ Democrat ^Republican DOther party DNone
4. Which party do you feel promotes Black economic growth?
□ Democrat ^Republican QOther party DNone
5. What do you see as the most critical issues effecting your immediate community? (check as many 
as apply)
□ Economics (i.e. unemployment) CJRacism ^Housing
□Affirmative action (i.e.: minority rights) ^Education
□Other, please specify ______ )_____ _________ :___________________________ _
6. Which party do you see as addressing these issues (the ones mentioned in question 5) most 
effectively?
□ Democrat □Republican QOther party nNone
7. Has any party specifically met your needs?
□Yes QNo if Yes, Which? ___________________________________________________________
8. Which party do you consider to be the most moralistic party in America?.
□ Democrat ^Republican DOther party QNone
9. Which party do you consider to be the strongest political party in America?
□ Democrat ^Republican QOther party QNone
10. Do you feel that there is a significant difference between the two parties, which makes you 
associate with a specific party?

















We thank you for your time and consideration in filling out this questionaire. Pelase return 
completed questionaires to the Spelman Spotlight newspaper office by Tuesday, October 2.
—Khadija Cabey and Sydney Perkins 
Political Editors
October 1, 1984 J
